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It is my distinet honor to welcente you to our hemeland, Saint Lawrence Isiand, My name i3
Delbert Pungowiyi and | serve as the President of the Native Village of Savoonga. Our tribe
serves roughly 900 tribal members, with oor population continuing to grow with each generation,
[ was born in 1939, the same vear that Alaska egtablished Statehood with the United States.
There was no electricity back then, and peoplestill used dog teams. | was raised by my
grapdparents, who instilled in tne our ancestral ways.

We hiave govemed ouraelves on Saint Lawrence Island for over 10000 vears, The location of our
island in the Bering Strait provides access to marine resources including whales, walras, and
seals that provide not only sustenance and food security, but give great meaning and relevance to
wherewe live, The wealth of our ocean and tands is immeasurable in economic terms, Qur way
of life is governed according to the laws of our creator of how we-are to live on this earth, We
are raised o toke nothing more, then what mother earthy provides us for sustenance.

Yet history has delivered upon us a complex realitv, The presence of the military during the Cold
War on gur [sland. as well as failed federal Indian policies of assimilation from a generation past
Has delivered a complex governance arrangement between our fands as managed by our
corporation and society as governed by the tribe. Historical trauma imposed by systematic
changes to our way of life. and lack of ability 1o comprehensive govern ourselves has. left our
comatunity with rates of substance ahuse that impact bath the fundamental bealth of our
community and econoniic productivity, 1t is from the lens of these challenges that we must
understand and acknowledge in order to identify and create pathways to homeownership.

¥ ou will hear today several perspectives, from our sducators, and health providers the crisis
situation our families face -a crisis that has remained sifent for far too long. Let me use this
opporlunity however (o speak generally for those of us living in rural Alaska. In January 2017
the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco published a rural homeownership guide thar
highlighted the most overcrowded regions in rural Alaska face a rate 12 times the national
average and a $2 biflion capital need for urgent improvements to existing hames. While we-are
extremaly thankiul for the work of Bering Suait Regional Housing Authority, we recognize thut
housing authorities in Alaska are vastly underfundeéd to meet the demands they face,




The 20 federaily recognized teibes of the Bering Strait region have grioritized addressing the
housing crisis our cormmunities face. The Association of Alaska Housing Authorities reported in
a 2014 study that over 20% of homes-in our region are overcrowded with multiple families living
under one roof. The rate of overcrowding here in Savooniga 1s the highest.of any census area at
61%. Over 3(% of our poputation lives below the tederal poverty line, according o the
American Community Survey's United States Census.

In 2815, we faced an economie disaster, as declaved by the State of Alaska. With increasing
changes 1o the Arctic climate and a lack of stable sea ice; our hunters were left without any
aceess o ow main food seurce provided by the spring walrus migration. The lack of access to
walrus created a food security crisis and we are thankful the State of Alaska declared an
economic disaster, The declaration did not resalt in any meaningful assistance to our starving
famities, however we are thankdful some food provisions were provided. This anfortunate event
allowed the tribe to determine that 73 families tn our community face ovecerowding in the home,

The state of overcrowding in our homes are felt in pervasive ways that impact the very will to
live for evéry generation within a home. The level of hopelessness and despair has feft us with
devastating social eonsequences of substance abuse, and suicide. | am not proud to report that the
State of Alaska experiences one of the highest rates of suicide in the United States. We must
work 1o identify the magnitude of need for home investment on Saint Lawrence Island, and
establish pathways for our voung families. Let us hope this is the beginning of creating new
opportunity. New opporturiity and pathways for the next generation. Our purposé and will to live
1s within our way of life.

We recognize that it will 1ake the collective action of multiple organization both locally and
regionally as well as an examination of the barviers and programs that defing our reality on the
island. 1 strongly encourage that we examine the policies and programs that will reduce the gost
of raw materials for home construction, lnvest in workforee development and increase vouth.
employment, as well as advance place-based and culturally relevant design of our homes. |
would Hike to make the tollowing recommendations:

e Qurtribe, as the pritnary government responsible for the well-being of our members has
barely enough base funding to operate day to day. The BIA™s small.and needy tribe
alfocation must be appropriated at $300,000 adjusted with the consumer price index,

o Oversight and reform of the bypass msil program to improve the defivery of goods to S0
Lawrence Island. While we appreciate the support of the program, an evaluation of
logistics routes (hub to village) is absolutely necessary. Prior to the program diveet cargo
flights landed here in Savoonga, and it deliver a snow machine ot four wheeler it roughly-
cost $300. As cargo was rerouted to Nome, we experienced the inerease an cosis: $300 1o
Nome; and ar additional $630 from Nome to Savoonga. Re-gvaluating the bypass mail
program will go a long way in reducing the cost of goods to our communities. We




strongly urge you io convene a piivate sector dialogue to reduce the cost ef goods to rural
communities.

Create a multi-pronged straftegy 1o improve and weatherize existing housing stock.
Encourage Ruralcap to spend move funding in varal Adaska.

We arg known for our harsh climate conditions, with hurricane force winds, Our homes
must be designed to suit our environment. The homes of our ancestors were comnpletely
weather proof. They “lived under the skin of owr mother,” As we begin to defermine
pathways forward to address the housing crisis, it 1s imperative that we innovate from
Yupik techrology and design. We would lovite and strongly encourage investment funds
to partner with designing hemes relevant for our environment and way of life,




